
October 11, 2016 
4:05 – 5:20 
 
Members present: Rachel Aguilar, Patricia Altamirano, Brenda Blackwood, Amy Earle, Dawn Harrison, 
Penny Jones, Anne Kayl, Judy Long, Steven Shetzer, Liz Singleton, Kimberly Thomas, Alexandrea Williams 
 
Budget – Dr. Shetzer discussed the current state of the budget. The deficit from last year is just under 
$110,000. Pershing’s current enrollment is 1641. If we maintain this number by snapshot (October 31), 
our deficit will be offset by the amount we receive over the amount we were given for our 1625 
projection. Reducing our deficit will allow Pershing to maintain a decent budget for the remainder of the 
year.  
 
2016-2017 Bell Schedule – Dr. Shetzer stated that he has received suggestions that Pershing go back to 
the Panda Day schedule. This would allow all students to see their teachers 3x per week. 
Monday/Wednesday would be an “A” day and Tuesday/Thursday would be a “B” day. On Friday 
students would see all of their teachers. One member brought up that the Friday schedule is very 
difficult in that it allows for too many transitions and makes it very difficult to arrange lunches. Two 
parent representatives suggested that we keep the current schedule as each year it seems to change. 
This item has been placed on hold and will be revisited at a later date. 
 
Drop-off and Dismissal – Dr. Shetzer shared with the committee the new signage that has been placed 
around the school. No left/right turn signs have been posted at the corner of Stella Link/Blue Bonnet 
and Braes/Blue Bonnet. The no turn signs apply during a 30 minute period in the morning and a 30 
minute period in the afternoon. In addition, Bus Zone Only signs have been posted on the school side of 
Blue Bonnet for morning and afternoon buses. No parking signs have also been placed along the school 
side of Braes in order to allow for carpool in the morning and afternoon. Dr. Shetzer stated he would 
write a brief article to be placed in the Sentinel HOA newsletter. 
 
Accelerated Program – The accelerated program was put into place many years ago to offer an avenue 
for students to take math in 6th grade at an accelerated pace so that they can take Algebra in 7th and 
Geometry in 8th. In order to enter the accelerated program, 5th graders were given a placement test. If 
they qualified, students would be placed in the accelerated class (no need to retest at the end of 6th to 
see if they are ready for Algebra). Various concerns about the testing in 5th grade include: not all zoned 
schools are aware of the testing, magnet students are not provided an opportunity to test. In addition, 
there are concerns that we are not having the accelerated students take an Algebra readiness test at the 
end of 6th grade. Instead, we automatically move the accelerated students to Algebra, regardless of their 
readiness. The suggestion is that we move away from testing in 5th grade and have GT students placed in 
Pre-AP 6th grade math where they will focus on 6th and 7th grade math. At the end of 6th grade students 
will take an Algebra readiness test and qualify via a matrix. Students who qualify for Algebra will be 
placed in Algebra in 7th grade and take Geometry in 8th grade. Ms. Harrison suggested that we offer an 
8th grade math bridge class during the summer in order to provide the necessary 8th grade math skills for 
8th grade STAAR (students who take Geometry have to take 8th Grade Math STAAR) and to prepare them 
for the SAT. Students who do not qualify for Algebra will continue to take Pre-AP Math in 7th grade and 
have another chance to take the Algebra readiness test in 7th grade. It was also discussed that whether a 
student is GT or not, if the student and parent feels their child is capable of the challenge of being in a 
Pre-AP class, then they would have the option of registering for Pre-AP classes. The committee was in 
agreement that we need to revise the current accelerated program in order to meet the needs of 
Pershing’s students. We will continue to hold a discussion on this topic in the December meeting. 


